THE KEY TO ALL JOoYO KANJI

STuDY GUIDE OF THE 2,136 JOYO KANUI

¥ B> oracle bone-style form; 4 X bronzeware-style form; 3t.X seal-
style form in 3t XAZE5; 53X seal-style form; IE5 orthographic-style
kanji; 1B (kyuji) old-style kanji; and #75 (shinji) present-day kanji

| PARTS OF THE BODY

1 Eye

la H “eye; to see” [from an eye] B %\%‘

204

to mean “a 11ttle ” Together they signified squlntlng in an effort to
look carefully, and thus the character meant “to examine carefully,
reflect on.” “& also meant “to inspect the land and properties under
one’s control.” It also became used for other derived meanings such

s “to abbreviate” (from blocked vision, or 2 “little” in 4) and
“government ministry.” The kanji 4 means “to look carefully,
reflect, leave off; government ministry.” <2 B>

Meanings Kun and On Romaji Bushu : Stroke Order and Number
~ to see, experience, estimate; H-F me, ma
$G-0001 a important; an eye, marking, unit : €%2-R% moku, boku B I ﬂ ]:' ﬁ E S
H ﬂ FGY ao @ E 1, 2, and 3 were the outline of an | B ?#T in front of, within one’s
eye, showing the pupil and the ireach Hox1x]; ~I1Z B 7\ to like
A LS QULTS TIPS S 5 whites of the eye. They meant “eye, | very much without reservation
F-0038 ! 2 & : seeing.” In 4, the shape was given a | [~(z-$14-5103; B % weight el
90-degree turn and became a vertical shape. Different functions of : ¥9 A B fourth person [kich1l; B D
the eye gave rise to various meanings, including “important” (from | %7z ") IZ¥ 5 to see with one’s own
keeping eyes on something); “to experience” (from encountering); | eyes (0% 10331, iZB § 5 to pay
“marking” or “target”; “estimation” (from eyeballing something); : attention to [595£<33]; B # purpose
and “unit of classification.” The kanji B means “to see, experience, : [t<T2]; #H % .57 to be
estimate; important; an eye, marking, unit.” <H> disgraced, lose face hhF<EI5T]
Meanings Kun and On Romaji Bushu : Stroke Order and Number
2 = . .
~ to look carefully, reflect, WEZY-#5-15.5-< | kaeri-miru, habu-ku 121 210 oo
$G-0002 /é omit; government ministry  t£4->37 see, shoo B /ﬁ 9
A JhC L~ 1 through 5 all comprised “an & % % to reflect [(haD#13); ‘& <
g @ B8 /é eye” and “a plant sprouting”: to omit, leave off [iZ51<]; R & ¥
A above the eye, which was: % to reflect [lzht1)33]; B 4 self-
EF"E)‘C m m afzm %Db‘c 2
F-0258 ' used for the sounds see/shoo : reflection [L#L)]; EES T 5 to

leave out, shorten [L&3N%<F3]; i
A E¥E A (R EA) Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry
(METI) [0 &WShEFLTIF043,
FLETALES]; 8 771L labor-saving,
elimination or reduction of labor
[L&IDLLM]

S$G-0003 %‘

Meanings Kun and On Romaji

Bushu : Stroke Order and Number

to watch attentively hy kan

B =FRE,

E
C

F-1101

8)\ 1 comprised ¥~ “a streamer fluttering high,”
% %_ used for the sound kan, and B se-0001 “an eye,”
mﬁ; ;H together signifying “to look afar.” 2 comprised
1 “a hand with five fingers showing” (7, a
variation of < s6-0072) and “an eye.” Together they signified a hand
shading the eyes in the bright sun to help one to see farther. 2
became the kanji % and means “to watch attentively.” <7# B>

fai
as
pri

FH
B
the public face of an organization

hwiEh]; 384 5 to turn a blind eye to,

9 5 to care for the sick [(h 1A 93],
= nurse S 1LY AR signboard,

1 to notice [ A3 3]; F ¥ tending to
ick person, nursing [ 1At & <F
son guard, warden [hMUi]
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1b #8 “facing each other; mutual” [from an eye and a tree facing each other]; SO0 FBTE%E *@

- to face each other; mutual; phase, : &Ly ai
$G-0004 *E aspect, government minister v-iay 500, shoo

Meanings Kun and On Romaji

Bushu Stroke Order and Number

B TTAATAR o

H
A

F-0107

é g 1,2, 3, and 4 comprised “a tree”
* 1“ 71: H (°K sG-0608) and “an eye” (B). A
FEL &%l &X2 person and a tree facing each
1 2 3 other signified “to face each
other; mutual.” More spemﬁcally, the character meant “looking at
a phase or an aspect” of a matter. It also came to mean
“government minister,” in the sense of someone who keeps a close
eye on changing situations. The kanji 78 means “to face each
other; mutual; phase, aspect, minister.” <K B>

#85 partner, opponent [&\\T1]; THFK
9 5 to talk over, consult [25%h73];
B BAEE two people in love with
each other [2150-255\\]; fut8 % & &
% to change facial color, become
angry [12215%-hx3]; A1E facial
features, physiognomy [I21h%3]; F148
% the yen exchange rate [xhZ151£];
‘B 18 prime minister [LpL43]

Meanings Kun and On Romaji

Bushu : Stroke Order and Number

B
SG-0005 /7‘;_: idea; to imagine, recall, visualize V7Y 500, 5O

LR ATIABABAR
i~ NoA Y 13

I

A

F-0398

*@ The seal-style form comprised #8 ,: %8427 % to imagine, visualize [25€533]; /8

g |

c@ N2 “facing each other” (used for the sound : impression, reactions, feelings [hh23]; 2= 28 idle
- 500), and +3 $6-0187 “heart/mind.” When fancy, imagination [<323]; T 8 expectation,
one squarely faces one’s thoughts and ideas, they also surmise [£23]; 3218 association of ideas (A 23);

recall and visualize them in their mind. The kanji 78
means “idea, to imagine, recall, visualize.” <t8 2>

#87E projection, supposition [25T\]; B8
retrospection, recollection [ 23]; FAB D
friendly, affable [BL\Z10- V1]

Meanings Kun and On Romaji

Bushu Stroke Order and Number

»r
$G-0006 FH box P hako

i k}vh—kh—kﬁ%b— 5

#
B
F-1063

hh kh— The seal-style form comprised 7T s6-0759 “bamboo” and 78 se-: #8 box [#Z]; FaN ') ina

2

‘fﬁ 0004 “facing each other,
materials such as bamboo sheathe were used

used for the sound soo. Pliable : box, boxed, precious

to make : [2210]; FFA medicine

hghtweight baskets. When traveling, two bamboo baskets were hung facing - box K3011EZ]; Z % nest of

each other on either side of a horse. The kanji ¥ means “box.” <**1g>

boxes (for food) [Lw3IEZ]

1c B “straight, direct” [from an eye looking straight]; choku/shoku/chi ngéﬁﬁ'ﬁyﬁ ~

‘g Meanings Kun and On Romaji Bushu : Stroke Order and Number
$SG-0007 to straighten, do over; bl - tada-chini, nao-su —
= direct, immediate, straight : 73v-o% choku, jiki B T‘TEE 8
IE: _é' —IE—— 1 was “an eye” (B) with “a straight: B 5 |< straightaway [£1£5(]; ¥ 1) &
Fy line” above it. An eye looking 9 to start afresh, redo [+0h&197];
A EI'EI FREE :ﬁ:t straight at  something meant ’_E_ﬁ a straight line [L\>551CBA;
F-0160 2 3 2 BE1T7 5 to go without stopping
straight.” In 2, a small dot on the - s .
traight line above th hasized “straieht” and d [5420373]; B AT immediately before
straight line a“ove e eye e,{np asize s ralg” ;and acurved ) r1 BB day duty (0o524; B
line 51gn1ﬁed. to sjcralghte.n and “to do over” (1-). A straight honest, earnest [L+361%]; B 2 (< in
way was a direct, inmediate way, and thus the character also : person, personally [L&L#(c] / B < at
meant “direct; at once.” The kanji B means “to straighten, do : once, immediately [33¢]
over; direct, immediate, straight.” <g L>
Meanings Kun and On Romaji Bushu iStroke Order and Number
SG-0008 E to place, leave, lay §_< gi-'l;u W EE S 13
= % The seal-style form comprised “a net:& < to place, lay something [#<]; —H & ¥ every
1= E IEL (B, m) to catch birds,” and & “straight, other day [L\5(c55&1-L\5(C5512]; & 4
A B direct,” used for the sound chi, together :a decorative object [5&£0]; & storeroom, shed
F-0373 'signifying a net placed straight up to catch birds. The [£0&1#, t0iE1]; L& position V5], KE § 5
kanji & means “to p]ace’ leave, lay"’ < B> to leave as it is (315593, (35593, L E T 5
to dispose of, treat [L&157 3]
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Meanings Kun and On Romaji Bushu Stroke Order and Number
$G-0009 /f]__%. value, approximation, pricing E'Etl’\ Eﬁl’ atal A AT HIEE 10

{IE né 'f% The seal-style form comprised “a person” (1, bushu 1 price tral; value, worth [&#:1];
k ninben “an act that a person does”), and B “straight, 18T (7 lowering of price taxf1;
A B direct,” used for the sound chi. It signified a person B price tazal; fEITS value,
F-0515 ' Jooking directly at something to assess its value. The kanji 1& means : Worth ta3%); i value 515];
“value, approximation, pricing.” <{ #> #Xf& numerical value [315%]

Meanings Kun and On Romaji Bushu ! Stroke Orderand Number
SG-0010 1{ IE_ to plant; plant, vegetation 3_37;6 ;th;:j A /T ﬂ‘ +7]: ﬁﬁgi E__Q

el m'é‘ g 71{ In 1 and 2, 7K sG-0608 “tree” was combined with : 18 Z % to plant [5z5); 87K garden

B e B sG-0007 “straight” in 1, and & sc-0008 “to tree (3x#]; HE A planting out

Fogyy | B POBE place” in 2. Both right-side components were : Tice seedlings [=323; 7847 plant
used for the sound shoku. When planting a tree, | [L&<3521; #& 3t colony

one placed the tree straight up. The kanji 1& means “to plant; plant, ; [L&<#34%]; TBEI tree planting

vegetation.” <RE> ceremony [L&<LwTELN]

Meanings KunandOn _ : Romaji
4

SG-0011 /f,é\?'; goodness virtue, merit, good act (b7 toku T ATIRARS 14

ﬁ? b Jdb é 43 I, 2, and 3::Ef% morality, morals [£5&<];

s . ,

1@ ﬁ) aE TA_» ’f' U comprised “an eye: Af# one’s natural goodness

B EF'E’XU ﬁ':l"‘*jcz axi e IR with a straight line: [cAe<); BIE¥EH crooked

F-0909 1 2 4 5 s 7 above it” (¥) and : businessman [B<e<F £15L+];

R . . . 4 /
“a crossroads, conduct” ( 1), signifying “conducting oneself in an upright : # #&T# immoral conduct
[Ehe<z130 // 1241 sake

manner.” In 4 and 5, “a heart” (3 sG-0187) was added for “morality.” The ;

line (£ in &) ab 2 in 6 and 7 di d in the shinii. F serving bottle [&2<Y]

ine (from1— in [H) above Z in 6 an isappeared in the shinji. “ro/m (phonetic substitute kanji)
the sense of being moral and properly conducting oneself, the kanji 1%
means “goodness, virtue, merit, good act.” <7 @ «U>

Kun and On Romaji Bushu Stroke Order and Number
SG-0012 yljé_ to increase, multiply (money/investment) i‘;?é ?;:(;iruu 5 773 +7 T‘WE?E 12

ﬁlﬁ ﬁé ?ﬁ The seal-style form comprised “skeletal remains” (%), and : 8 2 % to increase [5z1%];
D I\ = &, used for the sound shoku (from the kanji & sc-0010 “to _*‘?5'5715 multiplication,
F-1627 B plant”). Decayed animal bones make good fertilizer for plants : increase [£3L<1; £l
) to : . G : reproduction, generation
grow strong and multiply. The kanji & means “to increase, multiply . i

. » [#LL&<; %FE breeding,
(money/investment).” <% B> propagation (AL
(Note: For a group of kanji that contains % bushu kabane/gatsuhen, please see SG-
0277 through $G-0283.)

1d “eye with an eyebrow” 2 %/8 A7

Meanings Kun and On Romaji Bushu : Stroke Order and Number
$G-0013 5 dream b yume g TUemEmsm
B :IW dﬁ-F % 1 and 2 comprised “a bed placed vertically” and : % dream w11, % 7.5
“a person lying on a bed with their eyes open: to dream [®5H# 15, B 174 2];
A Eﬂﬁ*;tl EP'E’)‘cz wide.” The person was “seeing a dream.” 3 $4¥735 fantastic story, empty
F-0505 comprised “eyes with big eyebrows” (#) and : Story ssma1=y]; 57 (2
“a moon (¥ )” that was covered, signifying “darkness or night,” or “the %% to become p;foc.cupied
body,” from its relation to A, bushu nikuzuki. What one saw at night ngfg]':mé]; %% nightmare
while asleep was a dream. The kanji 5 means “dream.” <#— %>
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F-1946 FEX1 BEX2 ﬁﬁi

means “eyebrow.” <7 B>

e Meanings Kun and On Romaji Bushu : Stroke Order and Number
Fg—d - B~ = e = e R = e =
SG-0014 & to disdain, scorn; contempt itﬁ? o Zi%?;u mu Jup JO R FRIRIR, 14
Y The etymology of this character is obscure. One: & L to despise,
P view explains that 1 through 4 depicted a person: scorn [xf91&];
D 5 with inflamed eyes (indicated by inverted &% slight,
Eﬁﬁ‘ju Eﬁﬁxz mc e STe
F-2359 eyelashes, #) caught by a halberd (FX), who thus d\1sda1n ;’j}?L,
could not see, and that not looking at something was a show of “disdain.” Another: 2L éi.&?h
view explains that the character depicted a spiritual medium (with “large eyes and: @ to belittle,
eyebrows™), who had cast a curse on enemy soldiers, and had been struck and killed [S(‘;(L’f?\ -
from behind by an enemy’s halberd. Breaking a curse and regaining one’s agency or
power gave the meaning “to belittle; contemptuous.” The kanji % means “to scorn;
contempt.” <# /X >
Meanings Kun and On Romaji Bushu : Stroke Order and Number
s6-0015 /B eyebrow i mavy B FE
fé‘ 1 was “an eye with an eyebrow,” while 2 /& - /& % eyebrows (16,
D 27 }I’ depicted an entire person with their eyes:®1wi#1; Z/B knitted brow,

and eyebrows emphasized. They meant:a worried look [Lw15U1;
1 2 “eyebrow.” Another view explains that in : /& [ the middle of the
oracle-bone style times, /& was used to mean “to inspect.” The kanji /§ : forehead, the brow [#(+4]

venture out; beginning.” <H B>

The character meant “adventurous; to take a risk,” and “to begin” such
an adventure. With B and B together, the kanji § means “to cover,

— =
le ] “eyes covered, headgear’; boo/mee BTEE &
= Meanings Kun and On Romaji Bushu : Stroke Order and Number
SG-0016 H ' to cover, venture out; beginning i*ﬁ?j‘_g- Z(I;?)-SU I maﬁg 9
= Q | l E 1 comprised “an eye” ( B se-0001) and “a Bk % B ¥ to venture out into
cover,” which became [F (5, later) “a head or : danger [BrAZsEMI]; B R
C & EHEL WX eye cover, helmet” in 3. Wearing protective : adventure [F5174); & H
F-1393 headgear enabled one to take bolder action.: common cold (head cold)

I alE3]; BEEIC at the
beginning, at the onset [IF5&5(2]

Meanings Kun and On

Romaiji

Bushu : Stroke Order and Number

I-I-JE
SG-0017 |'H hat, head cover )

bo

o]

UL L N i L=

[FE No ancient form. For the kanji 8, ™ se-1682 “cloth,
scarf” was added to § “headgear,” used for the sound

C  boo. A head covering made of cloth meant “hat, head
F-1636 ' cover.” The kanji 18 means “hat, head cover.” <P §>

8 -F hat [125L]; 18 school cap [#<IE3];
BtYE ¥ 5 to take off one’s hat, admire greatly
[o1E59 %]; ETERTE baseball cap [v&p151F5];
#I78 regulation cap, school cap [t (%3]

Meanings

Kun and On

Romaiji

Bushu : Stroke Order and Number

S$SG-0018 <  darkness, afterlife, invisible divine favor

AL -237

mee, myoo

_ ,—-—.,—-—.,—-—»,———.EE 0

F-2273

divine favor.” <— B 55>

= > The seal-style form depicted “a cloth () covering *

‘%:‘ = the eyes of the deceased ( H) with the knotted string”
D Bix (%), and had the sound mee. Taken together, these
components signified “darkness, the world of the dead, the
invisible realm.” The character also means “invisible divine favor
or protection.” The kanji E means “darkness, afterlife, invisible

=8 (BE18) meditation,
contemplatlon HLE3]; =+ Hades,
the shadowy kingdom of the dead
(Buddhism) [ &7; EA8 2 H7 5
to pray a soul may rest in peace
L s<ELD15]; A providence,
advantage [#£15Y]
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